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I don’t want to
be a Medicare
expert.

|
So, how can
rea\i’stically help
my clients?
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http://www.medicare.gov/care-compare
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/most-office-based-physicians-accept-
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A “Melinda Tangent”:

MEDIGAP POLICIES &
GUARANTEED ISSUE

heymoe.com WWW.i65.com

heymoe.com Www.i65.com

What is a Medigap policy?

- Also called a Medicare Supplement

It is NOT health insurance—It is COST INSURANGE
It covers the payment “gaps” of Medicare

Federally-standardized Plans A through N

Every standardized plan must provide the same
basic coverage regardless of carrier or price
MA, MN, WI use unique standardizations

IMPORTANT — A Guaranteed Issue Right ensures
that you can get a Medigap policy

Guaranteed Issue Right (GIR)

~ Ensures that you can get a Medigap policy without medical
underwriting

- Insurance companies cannot deny coverage or raise
premiums based upon your medical history

~ This GIR begins when you are 65 or older AND enrolled in
Medicare Part B

- It lasts for six months or, depending on if you qualify, after 12
months after first enrolling in a Medicare Advantage plan

» Without a GIR, you may NOT be able to get OR change a
Medigap policy, depending on the state

- You go through medical underwriting to get a policy

heymoe.com WWW.i65.com
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Guaranteed Issue Right (GIR)

» Some states offer additional opportunities to make changes:

- “Birthday rules” (BR) in CA, ID, IL, IN, KY, LA, MD, NV, OK,
OR, UT, VA, WY give the ability to change policies in a
specific period of time around your day of birth

- “Anniversary rules” in MO allow you to change policies
in a time period around the date you purchased your policy

- “Continuous open enroliment rules” (COE) in ME, WA
allow you to change policies any time during the year

- You must have an existing policy to change policies.

= Additional rules dictate which Medigap policies you may
switch to without underwriting.

Guaranteed Issue Right (GIR)

» States with Continuous Guaranteed Issue (CGl):
- In NY, CT, get/change Medigap policies at any time:

= |f you have a Medicare Advantage plan, you must be able to disenroll from
that plan before getting a Medigap policy

= Proposed in MN for 2026 start
= In MA:

= Policies can offer CGl with new coverage beginning the first day of the next
month after the change, OR

= If not CGl, all carriers must participate in Medigap Open Enroliment Feb. 1-
March 31 with the new coverage beginning June 1

= In ME, CGl for Plan A only:

= |f you have a Medicare Advantage plan, you must be able to disenroll
from that plan before getting a Medigap policy

heymoe.com Www.i65.com heymoe.com WWW.i65.com
Parts A & B Costs are Identical on Either Path
Part A As long as you qualify
Part B $185.00
Medigap Policy
Part B Annual $957
Deductible (821.50 per mont)
Part D Plan
QOut-of-Pocket .
Healthcare Costs Basically $0
L1t L1t
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2024 was the first year when the number

of plans offering extra benefits decreased.

& &
What does j¢ reall
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Average Dental Plan Limit:
$1,300

58% of plans are <$1,000

A

Average Vision Plan Limit:

$160
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Updated to 45 systems

across 25 states
July 2025
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Prior Authorization is
used most often
when patients are
in dire need.
& &
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49.8
MILLION
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Parts A & B Costs are Identical on Either Path

Part A $0

As long as you qualify

Part B $185.00

MA-PD plan $0 — $100+

Out-of-Pocket ‘
fou pay every time you use

[ ][{pler|{A @O il healthcare services up to the
plan limit
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A “Melinda Tangent”:

Star Ratings

o
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Star Ratings & Medicare Advantage

heymoe.com

- Star ratings are tied to Medicare Advantage “Bonus Payments”
- $12.7 billion in Bonus Payments in 2025, $87 billion since 2015
- The Medicare Advantage Star Rating system suffers from:
Score inflation and overly generous bonuses as a result
Limitations in underlying data sets

- Measures are focused on the needs of younger and healthier
beneficiaries rather than beneficiaries facing serious illnesses

Performance not being measured at the plan or local level
- Star ratings are ultimately not useful for choosing plans

data/scrape ch3

sec.pdf

www.i65.com

AARP UHC Part D Drug Plan -
Ratings

1 Star Ratings
for all Member
Experience
Categories

AARP UHC Medicare Advantage
Drug Plan - Ratings

4 Star Ratings for
the same Member
Experience
Categories

heymoe.com

Bottom line:

Be wary of Medicare
Advantage star ratings.

Talk to important doctors/hospitals
about their experiences.

Www.i65.com
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https://www.medpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/import_data/scrape_files/docs/default-source/reports/jun20_ch3_reporttocongress_sec.pdf
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& &
rijust send ™
clients to ed‘cts
insurance agent:
OK. But, did
You qualify that
agent first?
& &
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